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ntch th* action on lh* 
tg sh« g*m* Into overtime to 

it.” He called it his civic duty. 

ng th* ropa* 

honest,” admits Bromwell, "except 
i Smelter and Nancy Murphy, who 
Budget and Tax Committee, at first 
really know what the hell we were 


slice nearly $700 million from this ipending 
program for the fiscal year beginning July l, 
They hod alio cut $$00 million from the cur* 
■■mm budget tinea the revenue* on which both 
budget* were bated had fallen short of predic*. 
dons during the nation's recession. 

Bromwelt aid they “looked had" at wel¬ 
fare ard Aid to Famlliei with Dependent Chil¬ 
dren "because they were such big program* 
and were growing to fast.” But they lacked 
the time to go into as great detail with the rest 
of the budget. 

Throughout its meetings, the Senate group 
kept shooting for a magical $100 million 
mark. Reducing the revenue* -expenditures gap 
for next year w that *!« would show that no 
major tax increase wu needed. 

Across the hall, in the House, the Republi¬ 
can caucus under Sauerbrey and DeL Robert 
Kinleman of Howard County, the deputy 
majority leader, Issued its venioo of a no-tax 
budget. 

It included $100 million in savings through 
such steps as suspending legislative sdtolar- 
ships, abolishing most state employee jobs 
involving public relaliora and lobbying, cut¬ 
ting state officials' travel allowance and reduc¬ 
ing welfare. 

The Sduefcr administration deplored these 
and other proposals of State House budget 
attackers as too severe. Schaefer had offered 
his own "doomsday” budget, a retrogressive 
package, as an alternative to his preferred plan 
with nearly $500 million in state tax hikes and 
nearly that much in local income-tax hikes that 
could be applied under newly granted authori¬ 
ty for local government*. 

Sauerbrey. a persistent critic of administra¬ 
tion budgets, said that this one did not take 
into account reductions that had already been 
made and that it was bated on the usual rate 
of growth in the economy, not on the 
continuing recession. 

"House Republicans don't buy that assump¬ 
tion,” Sauerbrey ssid. 

Several weeks later, the House Republicans 
were joined by a sprinkling of Democrats, 
including Dels. Joseph Banenfelder of Fuller¬ 
ton. Louis Morsbcrger of CatonsvIHe and 
Louis DeFmo of Dundalk. This coalition 
continued to pelt the administration and the 
House leadership with budget propoult with 
even more reductions. It lost the key bsttle 


when the House passed Its version of a big-Ux 
package by a seven-vote majority. 

Tkntt on ih«ir aid* 

But the House resistance movement lacked 
a weapon being honed in the Senate by the 
Bromwell-Boottr group. This waa the dreaded 
"f” word, and Boozer blurted it in an inter¬ 
view three weeks Wore the end of the regular 
session. 

“I'm ready to filibuster an this,” he Slid, 
ticking off the menu of tax hikes gathering 
support in Levitan’s committee; gasoline, auto 
registration fees, alcohol, now-exempt retail 
sales, due local income tax lureharge. 

“They’ve gat to be out of their mlndi to be 
talking like thii in the middle of a recession," 
aald Boom." 

By now, time had become the big enemy of 
the Senate leadership and the ultimste weapon 
of the tax-bloc ken. Working in shifts and 
using the Senate rule of unlimited debate, a 
privilege not available in the 141-member 
House of Delegates, a small group could para¬ 
lyze tie 47-member Senate until the midnight 
April 6 deadline. 

No ere was more aware of this than Senate 
President Miller, who had presided with 
anguish over • 1$90 filibuster thei had tied up 
the chimber for eight day* over abortion legis¬ 
lation. So Miller, who had learned of the 
undeqrround meetings, urged Bromwtll and 
hi* group to *h*ro it* recommendations with 
Levitan’s committee. 

This led to ■ rare BAT Committee hearing 
at which the skeptical six sat in a tow along a 
witness table topped by three microphones and 
urged the committee leadership to tike another 
look. Some leadership Ideas held water, they 
said, but the committee had better trim its sails 
before going forward. They expressed strong 
doubt that the leadership could force a Senate 
majority to swallow all of iu tax package. 

Nobody spoke the “f” word, but it hung in 
the all. 

Whet} the package emerged horn commit¬ 
tee, it was without the $17$ million tale* tax 
rate increase Other controversial fearurei were 
ultimately rtsolYed in the compromiie pre¬ 
pared for the special session that followed, but 
no one dared suggest the sales tax rate w pan 
of the compromise, 

Th<« Baltimore County line had held. 


by bit. sometimes paralleling the 
by Sauerbrey’i House group, the , 

kt 4»**«/Mt* mevemmt /..; '(■ 
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